June 21, 2005

I offer to my colleagues the Save
America Comprehensive Immigration
Act of 2005. It is H.R. 2092. We call it
the fix-it bill. There are many fine ef-
forts going through the United States
Congress. But what I think immigrants
need is a bill that fixes some of the 1996
immigration reform effort.

So we start off by focusing on family-
based immigration by increasing the
allocation of family-based visas. In
speaking to a group of IndoAmericans,
it was sad to hear the complaint about
not being able to have loved ones come
to the United States simply for a visit
or simply to visit relatives in the
United States that are ill or having
some event. I have heard that from
many, many immigrant communities
around America, many of them docu-
mented with status, but yet they can-
not invite their relatives to visit.

Another issue is protection against
processing delays. Many offices have
had to deal with constituents of Mem-
bers when they call the various centers
that deal with immigration where they
have lost paperwork or lost finger-
prints, stopping the good flow of immi-
gration.

This bill includes acquisition of citi-
zenship for children born abroad and
out of wedlock to a United States cit-
izen father. It allows aunts, uncles or
grandparents to adopt orphaned or
abandoned children of the deceased rel-
ative so it does not leave in limbo chil-
dren outside of the country who have a
United States citizen father, or or-
phaned children here in the TUnited
States who do not have an immediate
parent, a mother or father.

It provides earned access to legaliza-
tion. We run away from the language of
amnesty only because people give it
just a bad name. But we give earned ac-
cess to people who are hardworking
and providing income and taxes to the
United States. We realize that intel-
ligence, meaning keeping the bad guys
out, is important so we provide more
resources for border security. And we
understand the issues of OTMs, other
than Mexicans, that are coming across
the border, maybe some who may want
to do us harm, and we want to build up
security at the northern and southern
border.

Employment-based immigration. We
want to deal with the unfair immaigra-
tion-related employment practices, and
we have in this particular legislation
protection for American jobs. We have
in this legislation training of Ameri-
cans and the ability for an employer to
have to attest that they cannot find an
American for this job before they can
hire someone who is not a citizen of
the United States of America.

We address the question of removal
waivers. We address the question of di-
versity visas.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, we ad-
dress the question of the violence
against women who happen to be un-
documented. This is a comprehensive
approach to the broken immigration
system. I for one look forward to work-
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ing with my colleagues and to give a
hearing to all of the immigration bills
that bring together the various
thought processes of this Congress, Re-
publicans and Democrats alike. Until
we open the door to listening to all of
us who have these ideas, we are not
going to move immigration reform
along.

I call on the chairmen and ranking
members of our respective hearings to
call for hearings in the House and the
Senate on this important legislation
and the legislation of my colleagues so
we can finally answer the concerns of
the American people.

———

REMEMBERING THE HON. JAKE
PICKLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Texas and our Nation has lost one of
its most genuine and gracious public
servants. Last Saturday morning,
James Jarell Pickle, ‘‘Jake,” passed
away on Saturday, with his wife by his
side. For 31 years, Congressman Jake
Pickle represented my hometown in
this esteemed body as a Representative
to the 10th Congressional District of
Texas. And he did so with integrity,
humility, honor, and a sense of humor
that we should all attempt to mirror.

As a current holder of Congressman
Pickle’s seat, I work hard every day to
provide the same kind of service to my
constituents that Jake Pickle did to
those he served. He was not just good
at what he did, he was the best.

His family talks about the proudest
vote he ever cast was in 1964 when he
voted for the Civil Rights Act. He was
one of only six southern Representa-
tives to vote for that important piece
of legislation. In the 1980s, he worked
hours on end to protect Social Security
and keep it solvent. He worked even
harder in the 1990s to turn Austin into
the high-tech society that it is today.

It is because of Jake Pickle that Aus-
tin continues to see new high-tech
businesses locate to Texas’s capital
city. The University of Texas has also
benefited greatly because of Jake Pick-
le. UT would not be churning out the
latest in technology and new patents,
as it now does every year, without the
help that Congressman Pickle pro-
vided. It is also my honor to represent
the research arm of the University of
Texas which bears the name J.J. Pickle
Research Campus.

But even as good and as smart a poli-
tician as he was, he is known today not
for his ability to influence legislation
or to help bring new business to his dis-
trict, but rather for being a good and
decent man. It is for this reason his
nickname was Gentleman Jake. This
gentleman served in the Navy during
World War II, and worked his way
through college by delivering milk to
Austin homeowners. During his first
congressional campaign and every time
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after when he was out in public, he was
shaking the hands of those he served.
He enjoyed hearing about their lives
and telling stories about his. He lis-
tened to their problems and sometimes
used his own money to fix whatever
problems they were having.

Representative Jake Pickle was a
good man who will be terribly missed
by all who knew him.

So tonight as I stand in the well of
this esteemed body, a place so loved
and respected by Jake, I am comforted
in the thought that the Lord above is
thankful to have this great servant
back home in heaven where I am sure
he is telling stories and shaking the
hands of everyone that he meets.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2985, LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida from the Committee on Rules,
submitted a privileged report (Rept.
No. 109-144) on the resolution (H. Res.
334) providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 2985) making appropriations
for the legislative branch for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2006, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

DEFEAT CENTRAL AMERICAN
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, we have coming before us
pretty soon an issue called CAFTA, the
Central America Free Trade Agree-
ment. I want to start my comments,
Ross Perot, when he was a candidate
for the Presidency on October 19, 1992
at a Presidential debate said, ‘“You im-
plement that the NAFTA, the Mexican
trade agreement where they pay people
a dollar an hour, have no health care,
no retirement, no pollution controls,
and you are going to hear a giant suck-
ing sound of jobs being pulled out of
this country right at a time when we
need the tax base to pay the debt.”

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Perot was exactly
right. We know Ross Perot as a suc-
cessful businessman and a man who
loves and cares about America.

Let me tell Members what happened
since December 1993 when NAFTA be-
came the law of the land. Before
NAFTA, we ran a trade surplus with
Mexico. Now the U.S. runs a $45 billion
annual trade deficit with Mexico; from
a trade surplus to a trade deficit.

In addition, my home State of North
Carolina since NAFTA became the law
of the land has lost over 200,000 manu-
facturing jobs. The United States has
lost over 2.5 million manufacturing
jobs.

Let me give some facts about illegal
aliens coming from Mexico across the
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